TOWNSHIP OF PORT AUSTIN
ZONING ORDINANCE,

Ordinange No.0 8™
Date of Adoption 3*3&' ~38

Part Austin Township Zoning Ordinance to define and regulate within all zoning distriets;
carga/_shippingfstﬁrage containers and/or portable or temporary storage containers within Port
Austin Township and to provide penalties for the viclation thereof,

DEFINITION

CARGO/SHIPPIN: G/PORTABLE STORAGE CONTAINER (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO
AS “CARGO CONTAINER?>),

Cargo containers include, but are not limited to Sea-Land-Train Transporters, Land-Sea
containers, :Commer’cial'-Moving Containers, other containers designed and constructed as
standardized reusable vessel, intended to be loaded on a truck, trailer, rail car, or ship. Look-
alike “shipping container” buildings or metal buildings marketed as “containers” or “portable
storage units” are regulated as cargo containers to which this section shall apply. Cargo
containers shall not include any such container or vessel which has been modified to such an

A R1 and R2 Districts {One-Family Residential/Multiple Family Residential)

Cargo containers are permitted in residential districts on parcels with a total area of five {5) acres
or more. Those containers must be screened from roads and adjoining property by a minimum of
8 tall solid fence, minimum 8° tall evergreen landscaping or painted a solid color in an “earth
tone” so that the selected color matches the surrounding natural environment as closely as
possible. Except as otherwise described herein, cargo containiers are prohibited on parcels with a
total area of less than five (5) acres in residential districts.

Temporary permission for a catgo container may be granted to suppert a construction project in
conjunction with a Zoning Compliance Permit. Temporaty permission will allow placement of a
cargo container for storage at a residential building site for up w0 90 days after the Zoning
Compliance Permit is issued, Placement of the temporaty container must meet setback

requirements of the zoning district. Permission may be extended beyond the 90-day period only

upon approval of the Township Zoning Inspector

In case of flood, fire or other catastrophic event, a person may apply for temporary permission to
allow the usc of a cargo container for a period up to 180 days. Placement of the temporary
container must meet setback requirements of the zoning district. Permission may be extended
beyond the 180-day period only upon approval of the Township Zoning Inspector.



BUSand AgDistricts (General Business/ Agricuitumi}

Cargo containers are temporarily permitted for up to 90 days, for the active transport of goods,
wares, and merchandise for which all applicable Department of Transportation (DOT) licenses
for the container are active and valid. The Township may require proof of DOT license. Cargo
containers may not be placed in any location that would interfere with vehicular or pedestrian
circulation or cause reduced visibility at street intersections. Container placements shall adhere
to all applicable building and fire codes for the purpose of insuring safe passage to and from
dwellings, aceess to utility shutoff valves and for fire protection. Cargo containers may not be
located in any required open space or landscape area.

Cargo containers are allowed for businesses engaged in bona fide commercial agricultural
practices in the General Business and Agricultural zoning districts. Those containers must be
screened from roads and adjoining property by a minimum of 8 tall solid fence, minimum 87 tall
evergreen landscaping or painted a solid color in an “earth tone” so that the selected color
maitches the surrounding natural environment as closely as possible.

IN Distriet (Industrial)

Cargo containers are allowed in the industrial zone provided that the use is in conformance with
current permitted zoning. Placement of a cargo container for a period exceeding one hundred-
¢ighty (180} days shall require a Township Zoning Compliance Permit and meet all other codes
for placement on the property. When all zoning requirements are met, a maximum of two (2)
containers may be placed.

Cargo containers are not allowed on industrial zoned properties in which the primary use is a
non-conforming residential use.

Placement of a cargo container shall not be allowed to occupy required parking spaces, shall not
be located in front of a primary building, shall be screened from the public street view by either
minimum 8’ tall solid fence, minimum 8’ tall evergreen landscaping or by other means deemed
acceptable by the Township Zoning Inspector. '

For cargo container permitted in industrial districts, the following restrictions apply:

1} Cargo containers cannot be stacked

2} No cargo container shall be used as a residence or to suppott a residential use or
home/office accupation

3} No cargo container shall be used to store solid waste

4) No cargo container shall be placed on or otherwise block or restrict acegss to fire
hydrants, fire lanes, or required parking spaces

5) A solid foundation is required for permanent storage use

6) The cargo container shall not be used to stare hazardous materials

7) Cargo containers that require any electrical, plumbing, heating or air conditioning
systems shall not be connected to 2 water or power source unless the proper county
building permits and inspections have been secured



8) Cargo container location must meet zoning district satbacks

9) Cargo containers shall not be located in front of the primary building
10) No structural modifications may be made to cargo containers

L1)No livestock or pets may be housed/stored in cargo containers

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, refuses or fails to comply
with, or who resists the enforcement of any provision of Section XXX shall be cited with a Civil
Infraction; offense Grade D. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a
separate offense.

All ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are repealed to the extent necessary to give thiz Ordinance
full force and effect.

This Ordinance shall become effective twenty days after publication in a newspaper of general circulation
within Port Austin Township.
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Approved this ag* dayof [ L_«.% , 2025,
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Brian Hoody, Supervisor Debra Hubbard, Cletk




